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, MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
oa Attn; The Under Secretary of the Air Force 


SUBJECT: WS-117L Program 


As announced yesterday, ARPA has ineugurated 2 program to 
develop a number of systems and techniques which will be employed in the 
operation of space vekicles, This progrzm, known 2s DISCOVERER, will, 
in atcordance with the wishos of the Administration, include not only the 
THOR launchings previously associated with the WS-117L program, but 

: will be continued to include similzr projects that 2re not operationally 
oriented, . 


The first such project consists of the THOR vehicles and as cone 
e costs previously carried as a part of the WS-117L program, Hertefo ve es 
_ the project will be known as DISCOVERER-THOR project and it will be . 
eae netessary to establish the identity of this project separate from Bs we:1i7L 
program, It is recognized that such a division will involve arhitr#r 7 age ‘sy 
tincHiens in view of the common items involved and that the divisidd of Cbst 
: will have to be made on a statistic rather than ar accounting basis, 
Further, it will be necessary that separate development plans end activity 
and progress reports be submitted, An ARPA Order to this effect is in 
process, 


Consistent with the separation of these programs, we are tentatively 
re-allocating our FY 1959 monies so as to show spprcxisa‘e)y Qe 
allotable to DISCOVERER-THOR project 1:4 @EEEEBatlocable to 

SENTRY program. Similarly, for FY 1960 we have allocate 


: DISCOVERER-THOR project and (Bo the SENTRY program, 













to 


In response to your memezandum of November 17, and in confirma~ es 
tion of our several conversations or the subject, the Secretzry of Defense 
and ARPA agreed to the assignmert by the Air Forte of the operational © 
responsibility for the SENTRY program to the ARDC for the next several 
years and until final objectives are obtaized, It is 2lso agreed that the 
tentative basic center to be established at or near Offutt Air Forte Bate 
at some future dare, and any relied centers pertirent to the program, will 
bé operated by ARDC, 


Jeclassified and Heieasea vy we 





in Accordance with E. O. 12958 
° ¢ 1997 


NOV 


















loting. your. eltaeion of de: many ‘factors involved ‘ARPA! actions 
“oF ‘raquest for ction reliting to both DISCOVERER- THOR project ahd { 
__» SENTRY program, will be communicated to thé Secretary of the Air F6 
Attn: The Depuly Chiéf of Staff, Development, with copy to the Assis 
f “ SETAE of the Air Force for Research and Person easly: 
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